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Chapter  VI.  Powers  and  Duties  of  Boards  of  Public  School 

Examiners. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Board. — The  eleventh  section  of  the 
School  Law  of  1871  provides  that  “  each  County  Council,  and 
the  Board  of  Public  School  Trustees  in  each  City,  shall  appoint 
a  county  or  city  Board  of  Examiners,  (for  the  examination  and 
licensing  of  teachers,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  pro¬ 
vided  by  law),  consisting  of  the  county,  or  city,  Inspector  (as 
the  case  may  be,)  and  two  or  more  other  competent  persons, 
whose  qualifications  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed  by 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  ;  Provided  always,  that  in 
no  such  county  or  city  Board  of  Examiners,  the  number  of 
members  shall  exceed  five ;  and  in  all  cases,  the  majority  of 
the  members  appointed  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans¬ 
action  of  business  ;  and  the  payment  of  their  expenses  shall 
be  provided  for  as  authorized  by  the  sixteenth  section  of  the 
School  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1860,”  as  follows  : — “  Each 
county  or  city  board  of  examiners  shall  meet  half-yearly,  and 
each  of  its  members  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  recompense 
for  his  time  and  expenses,  as  are  members  of  the  county  corpora¬ 
tion  for  their  attendance  at  county  council  meetings  ;  and  the 
incidental  expenses  attending  the  meeting  of  such  county  or 
city  board,  shall  include  the  recompense  to  its  members,  the 
stationery,  room,  fuel,  light,  printing  of  notices,  examination 
papers,  and  certificates,  and  such  remuneration  to  the  secretary 
of  such  boai’d  as  the  board  may  deem  just  and  expedient.” 

2.  The  Examiners  shall  be  appointed  annually  by  the  county 
council,  from  among  persons  holding  the  legal  certificates  of 
qualification  granted  by  the  Education  Department. 

3.  Granting  of  Certificates. — The  School  Law  of  1871  pro¬ 
vides  “  that  first  class  certificates  of  qualifications  of  teachers 
shall  be  awarded  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  oxdy, 
and  second  and  third  class  certificates  by  county  and  city  boards 
of  examiners  only ;  And  provided  also,  that  first  and  second 
class  certificates,  given  under  the  autlioi'ity  of  this  Act,  shall 
be  pei-manent  dxxring  the  good  behaviour  of  the  holders, 
and  valid  in  all  the  municipalities  of  the  Province.”  The 
Consolidated  School  Act  also  gives  the  board  authority  “  to 
annul  any  such  certificate  as  the  boai’d  may  judge  expedient,” 
but  within  the  above-mentioned  limitations.  It  also  provides 
that  “every  such  certificate  of  qualification  shall  have  the  sig¬ 
nature  of  at  least  one  Inspector  of  Schools  ;  but  no  such  cer¬ 
tificate  shall  be  given  to  any  person  as  a  teacher,  who  does  not 
furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  good  moral  character,  or  who,  is 
not  a  natural  born  or  at  the  time  of  applying  for  such  certi- 
ficate,  is  not  a  naturalized  subject  of  HerMajesty,  or  who  does 
not  produce  a  certificate  of  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  Her  Majesty,  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  in 
which  such  person  resides.” 

4.  Duties  of  Inspectors. — The  Inspector  shall  be  Chairman 
of  the  Boai’d  of  Examiners,  and,  as  such,  shall  receive  and  be  i 
responsible  for  the  safe  keeping,  unopened,  of  the  examination 
papers, until  the  day  of  the  examination.  He  shall  also,  at 
the  close  of  the  examination  of  candidates  for  first-class  certi¬ 
ficates,  seal  up  separately,  and  transmit,  without  delay,  to  the 
Education  Department  (by  express,  receipted,)  the  answers 
received  from  each  candidate,  together  with  all  certificates  of 
character,  ability  and  experience  in  teaching,  which  such  candi¬ 
dates  may  have  presented  to  the  board.  He  shall  further  see  that 
the  written  answers  received  from  candidates  for  second  and 
third  class  certificates,  and  all  reports  thereon,  as  approved  by 
the  board,  together  with  the  list  of  certificates  issued  by  it  are 
also,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  close  of  the  half  yearly  ex¬ 
aminations,  transmitted  by  express  to  the  Education  Department. 

5.  The  presiding  Inspector  shall  convene  meetings  of  the 
Examiners,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  and  determining  on 


all  matters  relative  to  the  examinations,  and  he  shall  preside 
at  all  such  meetings,  or,  in  his  absence,  any  other  Inspector 
present  shall  preside,  or  should  no  Inspector  be  present,  the 
examiners  may  elect  their  own  temporary  chairman. 

6.  The  presiding  Inspector  shall  transmit  to  the  Chief  Super¬ 
intendent,  on  the  first  day  of  the  examination,  a  copy  of  the 
following  declaration,  signed  by  himself  and  the  other  ex¬ 
aminers  (but  such  declaration  shall  not  be  required  more  than 
once  from  any  examiner)  : — 

“  I  solemnly  declare  that  I  will  perform  my  duty  of  examiner 
without  fear,  favour,  affection  or  partiality  towards  any  candi¬ 
date,  and  that  I  will  not  knowingly  allow  to  any  candidate  any 
advantage  which  is  not  equally  allowed  to  all.” 

7.  Each  Examiner,  by  his  acceptance  of  office,  binds  himself 
in  honour  to  give  no  information  to  candidates,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  which  the  approaching  examination  of  that 
candidate  might  be  affected. 

8.  Time  and  place  of  each  Examination. — The  half  yearly 
examination  of  candidates  for  second  and  third  class  certifi¬ 
cates,  shall  be  held  in  each  County  Town  at  9  o’clock  a.m.,  on 
the  second  day  of  J anuary,  (or  on  the  third  day,  should  the  second 
fall  on  Sunday),  and  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  July  in  each  year, 
and  shall  continue  for  not  more  than  six  hours  each  for  five 
days.  It  shall  be  held  in  such  building  as  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Inspector,  who  shall  give  at  least  three  weeks’  public 
notice  thereof  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  deem  expedient.  The 
examination  of  candidates  for  first  class  certificates  shall  be  held 
at  the  same  place  on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  close  of  the 
other  examination  ;  but  all  candidates  for  first  class  certificates, 
who  do  not  already  possess  second  class  Provincial  certificates, 
shall  be  required  to  previously  pass  the  examination  for  such 
second  class  certificate. 

9.  Proceedings  at  each  Examination. — The  Inspector  shall 
preside  at  the  opening  of  the  examination ;  and,  at  9  o’clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  day,  in  the  presence  of  such  of  his 
colleagues  as  may  be  there,  and  of  the  candidates,  he  shall 
break  the  seal  of  the  package  of  examination  papers  received 
for  that  examination,  from  the  Education  Department.  He 
shall  also  break  open  the  seal  of  each  additional  packet  of  ex¬ 
amination  papers  as  required,  in  the  presence  of  a  co-examiner 
and  of  the  candidates.  He  shall  further  see  that  at  least  one 
examiner  is  present  during  the  whole  time  of  the  examination, 
in  each  room  occupied  by  the  candidates.  He  shall,  if  desir¬ 
able,  appoint  one  or  more  of  his  co-examiners  (1)  to  preside 
at  the  examination  in  any  of  the  subjects  named  in  the  pro¬ 
gramme  :  (2)  to  read  and  report  upon  the  answers  as  they  are 
received;  but  under  no  circum stances  shall  a  certificate  of  quali¬ 
fication  be  awarded  to  any  candidate  until  the  report  on  his 
answers,  together  with  his  certificates  of  character  and  service, 
etc.,  shall  have  been  considered  and  approved  by  a  majority  of 
the  boai’d,  the  Inspector  being  present. 

10.  Viva  voce,  and  Special  Examinations  in  certain  subjects. — 
The  Board  of  Examiners  shall  subject  the  candidates  to  viva 
voce  examination  in  reading,  of  the  result  of  which  a  record 
shall  be  made.  It  shall  also  have  authority  to  obtain  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  special  examiners  in  vocal  music  and  linear  drawing, 
in  case  members  of  the  board  are  not  familiar  with  those  sub¬ 
jects.  The  report  of  the  examiners  on  these  subjects  shall  be 
in  writing,  addressed  to  the  Inspector.  The  payment  for  such 
services  shall  be  certified  by  the  Inspector  to  the  county  treasu¬ 
rer,  under  the  authority  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  School 
Act  of  1860. 

11.  Recalling  Certificates. — TheBoard  of  Examiners  shall  have 
authority  to  recall,  at  its  discretion,  any  certificates  issued  by 
the  former  county  or  circuit  board  within  its  jurisdiction,  and 
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which  are  valid  only  during  the  pleasure  of  such  boards.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  all  other  certificates  formerly  issued,  the  School  Law  of 
1871  provides  “  that  all  existing  certificates  of  qualification  of 
teachers  shall  remain  in  force  in  their  respective  counties  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  Act  under  which  they  were 
granted,  and  that  upon  their  ceasing  to  be  valid  as  provided 
by  law,  they  shall  be  renewed  from  time  to  time  under  the 
regulations  and  programmes  prepared  under  tho  authority  of 
this  Act.” 

12.  Suspended  Certificates. — The  Board  of  Examiners  shall 
investigate  all  cases  of  appeal  to  it,  against  the  act  of  the  In¬ 
spector  in  suspending  a  teacher’s  second  or  third  class  certifi¬ 
cate,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Chief  Superintendent,  through 
the  Inspector,  its  report,  together  with  the  evidence  taken  there¬ 
on,  in  the  case  of  second  class  certificates  (which  are  provincial 
in  then-  character),  and  the  Chief  Superintendent  shall  either 
confirm  or  annul  such  suspension  of  a  second-class  certificate,  but 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  shall  be  final  with 
respect  to  third-class  certificates,  which  are  not  valid  beyond 
the  county. 

2.  General  Regulations  respecting  the  Examination  of  Candi¬ 
dates  for  Certificates  as  Public  School  Teachers. 

1.  Every  candidate,  who  proposes  to  present  himself  at  any 
examination,  shall  send  in  to  the  presiding  Inspector,  at  least  three 
weeks*  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
examination,  a  notice  stating  the  class  of  certificate  for  which 
he  is  a  candidate,  and  the  description  of  certificate  he  already 
possesses,  if  any ;  such  notice  to  be  accompanied  by  the  testi¬ 
monial  required  by  the  programme. 

2.  The  examination,  except  in  reading,  shall  be  conducted 
wholly  on  paper  ;  but  the  special  examinations  in  linear  draw¬ 
ing  and  vocal  music,  provided  for  in  Regulation  10  of  the 
rowers  and  Duties  of  Examiners,  may  be  also  vim  voce. 

3.  The  Inspector  shall  furnish  to  the  Chief  Superintendent, 
full  numerical  returns  in  all  doubtful  matters  relating  to  the 
results  of  the  examinations,  and  any  points  relative  to  the 
examinations,  on  which  a  majority  of  the  Examiners  do  not  agree, 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Chief  Superintendent  for  decision. 

4.  The  candidates,  in  preparing  their  answers,  will  write 
only  on  one  page  of  each  sheet.  They  will  also  write  their 
names  on  each  sheet,  and,  having  ai’ranged  their  papers  in  the 
order  of  the  questions,  will  fold  them  once  across  and  write  on 
the  outside  sheet  their  names,  and  the  class  of  certificate  for 
which  they  are  competing.  After  the  papers  are  once  handed 
in,  the  examiners  will  not  allow  any  alteration  thereof,  and  the 
presiding  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  subsequent  safe-keep¬ 
ing  of  the  same,  until  he  has  transmitted  them  to  the  Education 
Department. 

5.  The  presiding  Inspector  or  Examiner  must  be  punctual  to 
the  moment  in  distributing  the  papers,  and  in  directing  the 
candidates  to  sign  their  papers  at  the  close  of  the  allotted  time. 
No  writing,  other  than  the  signature,  should  be  permitted  after 
the  order  to  sign  is  given.  The  candidates  are  required  to  be 
in  their  allotted  places  in  the  room  befoie  the  hour  appointed 
for  the  commencement  of  the  examination.  If  a  candidate  be 
not  present  till  after  the  commencement  of  the  examinations 
he  cannot  be  allowed  any  additional  time  on  account  of  such 
absence. 

6.  In  examining  the  answers  of  candidates  it  is  desirable 
that  at  least  two  examiners  should  look  over  each  paper. 

7.  The  Central  Committee  of  Examiners  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  will,  in  a  paper,  assign  numerical 
values  to  each  question  or  part  of  a  question,  according  to 
their  judgment  of  its  relative  importance.  The  local  Examiners 
will  give  marks  for  the  answer  to  any  question  in  correspon- 

*  One  week’s  notice  will  be  sufficient  in  1871 ;  but  at  least  three  weeks  notice  will  bo 
required  hereafter,  in  order  to  enable  the  Inspector  to  notify  the  Department,  in  good 
time,  of  the  number  of  copies  of  the  examination  papers  which  shall  be  required  for  hie 
county,  and  make  other  arrangements.  See  regulation  22,  Duties  of  Inspectors. 


dence  with  the  number  assigned  to  the  question,  and  the  com¬ 
pleteness  and  accuracy  of  the  answer. 

8.  In  order  that  a  candidate  may  obtain  a  second  class  cer¬ 
tificate,  the  sum  of  his  marks  must  amount,  for  grade  A,  to  at 
least  two-thirds,  and  for  grade  B,  to  one-half  of  the  aggregate 
value  of  all  the  papers  ;  in  both  cases,  accurate  spelling  will 
be  required.  In  order  to  obtain  a  third  class  certificate,  the 
marks  must  be  not  less  than  one-half  of  the  aggregate  value  of 
all  the  papers  for  certificates  of  that  rank  ;  or  should  the  marks 
of  a  candidate  for  a  second  class  certificate  fall  below  one-half 
the  value  of  all  the  papers  for  second  class  certificates,  third 
class  certificate  may  be  awarded  to  him  at  the  discretion  of  the 
examiners. 

9.  The  names  of  successful  candidates  shall  be  arranged 
alphabetically,  in  classes  and  grades. 

10.  In  the  event  of  a  candidate  copying  from  another,  or  allow¬ 
ing  another  to  copy  from  him,  or  taking  into  the  room  any  book, 
notes,  or  anything  from  which  he  might  derive  assistance  in  the 
examination,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presiding  examiner,  if 
he  obtain  clear  evidence  of  the  fact  at  the  time  of  its  occur¬ 
rence,  to  cause  such  candidate  at  once  to  leave  the  room  ;  neither 
shall  such  candidate  be  permitted  to  enter  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  examination,  and  his  name  shall  be  struck  off  the 
list.  If,  however,  the  evidence  of  such  case  be  not  clear  at  the 
time,  or  be  obtained  after  the  conclusion  of  the  examination, 
the  examiners  shall  report  the  case  at  a  general  meeting  of  the 
examiners,  who  shall  reject  the  candidate  if  they  deem  the  evi¬ 
dence  conclusive. 

3.  Conditions  required  of  Candidates  for  Certificates  of  Qualifi¬ 
cation  as  Teachers. 

1.  To  be  eligible  for  examination  for  a  Third  Class  (County) 
Certificate,  the  Candidate,  if  a  female,  must  be  1 6  years  of  age  ; 
if  a  male,  must  be  18  years  of  age;  and  must  furnish  satis¬ 
factory  proof  of  temperate  habits  and  good  moral  character. 

2.  Candidates  for  Second  Class  (Provincial)  Certificates  must 
furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  temperate  habits  and  good  moral 
character,  and  of  having  successfully  taught  in  a  school  three 
years,  except  in  the  special  cases  hereinafter  provided. 

3.  Candidates  for  First  Class  (Provincial)  Certificates  must 
furnish  satisfactory  proof  of  temperate  habits  and  good  moral 
character,  and  of  having  successfully  taught  in  a  school  five 
years,  or  two  years  if  during  that  period  he  has  held  a  Second 
Class  Certificate,  granted  under  these  regulations. 

4.  Value  and  Duration  of  Certificates. 

1.  Fiist  and  Second  Class  Certificates  are  valid  during  good 
behaviour  and  throughout  the  Province  of  Ontario  ;  and  a  First 
Class  Certificate  of  the  highest  grade  (A),  renders  the  holder 
eligible  for  the  office  of  County  Inspector. 

2.  Third  Class  Certificates  are  valid  only  in  the  county  where 
given,  and  for  three  years,  and  not  renewable,  except  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  County  Inspector  ;  but  a  teacher,  hold¬ 
ing  a  Third  Class  Certificate,  may  be  eligible  in  less  than  three 
years,  for  examination  for  a  Second  Class  Certificate,  on  the 
special  recommendation  of  his  County  Inspector. 

Explanatory  Note.— 1.  Attendance  at  the  Normal  School  for 
Ontario,  with  the  required  practice  in  the  Model  Schools,  and 
passing  the  requisite  examinations  for  a  First  Class  Certificate, 
shall  be  considered  equivalent  to  teaching  five  years  in  a  public 
or  private  school.  So  also,  attendance  at  the  Normal  School, 
with  the  required  practice  in  the  Model  Schools,  and  passing  tho 
requisite  examinations  for  a  Second  Class  Certificate,  shall  be 
considered  equivalent  to  teaching  three  years  in  a  public  or 
private  school. 

2.  In  regard  to  teachers  in  French  or  German  settlements,  a 
knowledge  of  the  French  or  German  grammar  respectively  may 
be  substituted  for  a  knowledge  of  the  English  grammar,  and 
the  certificates  to  the  teachers  expressly  limited  accordingly. 


